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1947 BUDGET APPROVED 


Congress has approved the War Department Budget, including 
funds for the Army Medical Library, as submitted for the fiscal 
year 1947. Among other items is an allotment of $60,000 for the 
purchase of published material. This will make it possible for the 
Library to continue its acquisition program which aims not only to 
secure the current output of medical literature, but also to fill gaps 
in the collection brought about through insufficient funds at vari- 
ous times in the past. 


NEW MEDICAL PUBLICATION FROM GERMANY 


Klinik und Praxis: Wochenschrift fiir den praktischen Arzt 
is the first scientific journal of its type to be published in the United 
States Zone of Germany. It is being prepared under the direction 
of the Foreign Information Agency, Technical, of the Office of Mili- 
tary Government for Germany. Scientific consultants there have 
expressed themselves as favorably impressed with the quality of the 
articles. It is published in Munich by Urban and Schwarzenberg. 
So far, the Library has received three issues—one for February and 
two for March. It is expected that other issues will soon be avail- 


able. 


THE DIRECTOR’S CLOCK 


There is a new clock in The Director’s office. As imposing as 
a member of the Swiss Guard on parade, it stands over ten feet 
high, reflecting the elaborate design and inlaid woodwork of the 
nineties. Made by the Waltham Watch Company for special ex- 
hibition at the World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893, it was origin- 
ally purchased by Julius Manheimer who operated a wholesale watch 
establishment in Chicago. The clock remained in the Manheimer 
family until recently when it was presented by Miss May Manheimer 
to the Gardiner General Hospital. With the closing of the hospital, 
the clock was turned over to the Army Medical Library. 
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Some years ago one of the Manheimer servants was attempting 
to move the clock when the heavy toppiece which bears a carved In- 
dian head fell off and struck the man on the head. He was pretty 
badly hurt and had an ugly gash. Colonel John R. Hall, Command- 
ing Officer of the Gardiner General Hospital, remarked to Miss 
Manheimer when he heard the story that this was perhaps the last 
man wounded by the Indians in the State of Illinois. 

The clock which is reported to be an excellent timepiece is 
now being regulated after its journey by an experienced clock re- 
pair man. 


LISTING OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES 


Because of the frequency of requests for current information 
about medical and scientific societies, the Reference Division of the 
Army Medical Library has compiled a file of such data. At the 
present time, there are represented in this collection approximately 
eleven hundred societies in the United States, Great Britain, and 
Canada in such fields as medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, 
homeopathy, chemistry, and biology. International congresses and 
societies are also included. The name, address, and date of office of 
the secretary of a society, place and date of its annual meeting, serial 
publication issued by the society, and other pertinent details are re- 
corded. This information supplements that provided by the fourth 
edition of the National Research Council’s “Handbook of Scientific 


and Technical Societies and Institutions of the United States and 
Canada.” 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF HONORARY 
CONSULTANTS TO MEET IN CHICAGO 


There will be a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library 
at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, 6 August 1946. Dr. John F. Fulton, 
President, will preside. The Director of the Library, Colonel Leon 
L. Gardner, will speak on the state of legislation for the new build- 
ing, and public relations, including an account of the Army Med- 
ical Library’s exhibit in San Francisco. Preparations for the annual 
meeting of the Association to be held in Washington, D. C., 4 and 5 
October, will be discussed. 


PLEASE BE SPECIFIC 


Better service to all using the facilities of the Army Medical 
Library could be effected if requests for bibliographies, interlibrary 
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loans, photoduplication of material, and reference questions would 
be made as specific as possible. Recently the Reference Division of 
the Army Medical Library has been asked for bibliographies on 
subjects such as physical education. Obviously, a compilation of all 
literature on physical education would be a tremendous project; 
further correspondence revealed the fact that all the writer wished 
were books in English on this subject for the past two years. 

Other requests have just been received for material on leprosy, 
malaria, and the treatment of diseases. If a disease or condition is 
clearly defined and the aspect desired, such as diagnosis, etiology and 
pathology, the languages to be included, and the years to be covered 
are specifically stated, material will reach the writers of such re- 
quests much faster and with less correspondence. 

The Library makes every effort to give the best possible service. 
Clarity in requests will help to achieve this. 


LIBRARY VISITORS 


Representatives of foreign libraries who have visited the Army 
Medical Library during the past month include: Mlle. Francoise 
Gaston Cherau, Acquisitions Division, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris; 
Jacques Guinard, Director, University Library, University of Bor- 
deaux, Bordeaux, France. Both came as representatives of the 
French Government on a six months’ tour to study American library 
methods. Olinda E. Hempel, Instituto Adolfo Lutz, Laboratorio 
Central de Sande, Publica Biblioteca, Sao Paulo, Brazil. She is on a 
scholarship to study in this country. While at the Library, she 
selected over 500 duplicate items for exchange with libraries of Sao 
Paulo. Dr. Pierre Bourgeois, Director of the Swiss National Library, 
Berne, Switzerland, visited The Director to discuss postwar library 
problems. He was much pleased with the Current List and the ex- 
tent of the Library’s collection. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Brigadier General James Stevens Simmons, Chief, Preventive 
Medicine Service, The Surgeon General’s Office, retired on 1 July 
1946 after thirty years of active service in the Army Medical Corps, 
to become Dean and Professor of Public Health of the Harvard 
University School of Public Health, Boston. General Simmons has 
received extensive recognition for his work, having been awarded a 
number of honorary degrees, the United States of America Typhus 
Commission Medal, the Carlos J. Finlay National Order of Merit by 
the President of Cuba, the Walter Reed Medal, and the Distinguished 
Service Medal. 
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Captain R. Harold Draeger of the Naval Medical Research In- 
stitute at Bethesda, Maryland, was in charge of the experiments to 
determine the reactions of certain animals to the Atomic Bomb at 
Bikini. The animals—goats, pigs, rats—were chosen because their 
cell reactions were akin to those of humans. Many were dosed in 
advance with hormones, vaccines, bacteriophages, and viruses. The 
animals will be under observation for many months after the ex- 
plosion and it is felt that the experiment will have far-reaching con- 
sequences for medical science. 

Dr. Edward H. Cushing, Associate Clinical Professor of Medi- 
cine at Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, has been 
appointed Chief of Education in the Veterans’ Administration’s 
Department of Medicine and Surgery. A veteran of both World 
Wars, Dr. Cushing will supervise training of full-time employes in 
veterans’ hospitals and will work with deans’ committees in appoint- 
ing and supervising residency programs at the institutions. 

Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian of Congress, who among his many 
other activities finds time to serve as Honorary Consultant to the 
Army Medical Library, recently returned from a trip to Peru. He 
attended at Lima, 4 July, at the request of the Department of State, 
ceremonies on the occasion of the presentation of the United States 
contribution of books to the National Library of Peru. Dr. Evans 
spoke at Lima on “Library Cooperation in America.” His itinerary 
included Cali, Bogota, and Medellin in Columbia, and the Central 
American Republics of Panama, Costa Rica, and Guatemala. Dur- 
ing his trip he made many official calls upon librarians, ministers of 
education, and publishers. 

Mr. Ralph Shaw, Librarian of the Department of Agriculture, 
attended a conference in London, 29-30 July, as a member of the 
board of experts to advise the United States Delegate of the Prepara- 
tory Commission of the United Nations’ Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization in the establishment of a world bibliograph- 
ical center. Mr. Shaw will return to the U. S. on 8 August 1946. 


*T was a dangerous cliff, as they freely confessed, 
Though to walk near its crest was so pleasant, 

But over its terrible edge there had slipped 

A Duke and full many a peasant; 

So the people said something would have to be done, 
But their projects did not at all tally. 

Some said: “Put a fence round the edge of the cliff.” 
Some: “An ambulance down in the valley.” 


Joseph Malines, Prevention and Cure. 
(Virginia Health Bulletin) 











